
Ruth Walker
December 11, 1931 - June 5, 2020

As the sun rose on June 5th, 2020, Velma Ruth Phillips Walker entered the
house of the Lord. She was surrounded by loving family and caregivers in her
home of 60 years, in Blountsville Alabama. She was preceded in death by two
husbands, John W. (Jake) Phillips Jr. and Don Walker. Her comments were
“She was blessed to have two husbands (Jake & Don) that were exceptional
providers that loved her.” 
Her first marriage produced one son, Joey Phillips (Susan) of Charleston, SC
and the second, a daughter, Mary Alice Walker Bagwell (Josh), of Blountsville,
AL. She enjoyed the abundant love of her grandchildren, John Phillips of
Spring Lake, NC , Joe Phillips (Sarah) of Charleston, Lindsey Ruth Phillips of
Mount Pleasant, SC, and Colby Bagwell of Blountsville,AL; four great-
grandchildren Haley Phillips, Elaina Phillips, Garrett Phillips and Maddy
Causey. 
Ruth was born December 11th, 1931 to the Rev. H.C. Kimbrell and Mary
Knight Kimbrell, in Oneonta, AL. A preacher’s daughter, the youngest of five
siblings, attended Blount County High School in Oneonta where she enjoyed
cheerleading. She has maintained many life-long friendships from those early
years. She committed her life to Christ at the Oneonta First Baptist Church.
Ruth was a faithful member of the Blountsville Baptist Church & Choir for over
60 years. Even when her eyesight was limiting her participation, she regularly
attended all services and memorized the music so she could continue singing
with the choir. 



Ruth was active in various organizations and activities such as the Blountsville
Baptist Church, Blountsville Culture Club, Alabama Low Vision, and Class
reunions. 
The family expresses appreciation to all extended family members and friends
who have participated in her care over the years. Since her blindness and
chronic illness a special thanks to her two nieces Sammie Gorham and Jackie
Shell, her daughter Mary Bagwell, and Julie Carter who never failed to provide
help when needed. 
Her profound gift of singing and humor at any occasion provided enjoyment to
all ages while leaving a lasting impression. 

Funeral Service was Sunday June 7, 2020, at 3 PM at Blountsville Baptist
Church with Bro. Randall Edmondson officiating. Burial followed in Oak Hill
Cemetery with Blountsville Funeral Home directing. 
Pallbearers were: Larry Goble, Terry Ratliff, Jimmy McHan, Joey Morrison,
Joe Curlette and Keith MacConkey; Honorary were: Deacons of Blountsville
Baptist Church, John Ferguson, James Brown and Bud Haynes 

 Memorial gifts may be given to Blountsville Baptist Church in her memory.



Cemetery Details

Oak Hill Cemetery

720 1st Ave. East
Oneonta, AL 35121

Previous Events

Visitation

JUN 7. 1:30 PM - 3:00 PM (CT)

Blountsville Baptist Church
270 College Street
Blountsville, AL 35031

Service

JUN 7. 3:00 PM (CT)

Blountsville Baptist Church
270 College Street
Blountsville, AL 35031
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Blaire McPherson - August 11, 2020 at 01:25 PM

My 90-year-old mother Gustavia (Tagie) Daily
McPherson---born and raised in Oneonta AL,
but now living in the suburbs of Houston TX---
received regular calls from Ruth. They meant
so much to her, and to me! Ruth was a card,
a joker, a light heart (or able to project a light heart). A voice of love
from the old sweet hometown. A voice of love, period.

 Godspeed, precious Ruth.

Bonnie West - June 07, 2020 at 08:41 AM

The jokes she could tell! Never knew what to expect. I remember
the first time Donald and I went camping with Ruth and Don. We
were sitting outside and the sound of fiddles and banjos started
from a nearby campsite. Ruth decided to go check it out. Wasn’t
long before this sweet voice was heard singing and I looked at Don
and said “that’s Ruth singing”! 
She lived life to the fullest & enjoyed every minute. She will be
missed by all.

Betty Hudson - June 06, 2020 at 06:50 PM

Ruth and I had a wonderful friendship, she was so sweet and funny,
it was always a joy to see her at our class get-togethers. I loved
Ruth so much, and we spoke often to one another on the phone this
past 18 months. I will miss her, but we will be together again in a
while. 
My love and prayers to her family, 
 
Betty Hudson
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June 06, 2020 at 02:28 PM

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of Ruth Walker.

June 06, 2020 at 02:15 PM

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of Ruth Walker.
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